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CROOKED COINS,

Criminal Operations in Dootoring
Ungele Sam's Currency.

How Skillful Manlpulators Derlve Large
Frofits from Clipping, Sawlng,
Gouglng, Boring snd Gilding
Gold Pleces,

One of the many unlawful schemes
to prostitute the coin of the nation has
recently been suppressed by ex-Clilef
Urummoend, It Hest came to my atten-
tion early lust year, says o New York
lerald writer. T refer to what wan
lknown as the “eoin sticker,” which
aide possible the extraction of, with-
ot discovery, part of the silver in
viin. The iInventor of this *‘coin
leleer,” which was an advertisement
trinted on paper to be pasted on eoins,
il territorial rights to print and use
i The “coin sticker"” cost the govern-
vient a great deal of trouble and ex-
pense to suppress. On fifty cent and
oue dollar coins was pasted the adver-
tisements with o paste of glue which
tlmost defied removal, covering the in-
cription on the reverse of the coin,
wadening the resonance and of course
cnubling the swindler to tuke out purt
o[ the silver and substitute base metul
Spurions coins of very common work-
manship also passed readily with the

coin sticker on them.

There is o great inerense of late in
the number of skillfal men who are
constantly studying ways and means

{ stealing a part of the genuine metal

from our ¢oins and substituting base |

tetal, One of the most saccessful
rawindlers in this line was o man named
Wileox, who was recently taken into
custody in Chicago by secret service of-

vers,  He made an averagre income of
from fifty to one hundred dollars o day
Ly clipping gold coins. By cutting a
vim from around the coin, as a tive
might be removed from o wheel, he
took away from each twenty-dollar
rrold pieee an amount of gol | ooy Gxe
vecding  twenty-six  or  twend-n ne
prains in weight, or the valae ol cae
iollar,  The subsequent vovesiing of
the double engle, done with @ nacline,
rendered it as perfoct asever o the uye
of the casunl observer.

The apparatus was small and easily
packed, and on reaching o fresl li-

il I
iy all that was required wis o giict
room in an obseure street and u bugpaly
of gold coin.  The latter he sovinel
from the bank, He woulldeps ita
vonsidernble sum of money. o
awhile he would draw b ot o gald.
The ¢lipped coins were pusael by Mrs,
Wileox at drey goods shops wontly,

One of the most interestiing processes
consists in sawing a donble eagle in
two through the edgeand gouging out
tae inside, so s to remove about fif-
teen dollars’ worth of gold. Thus the
pivee 18 reduced to a hollow shellin
halves. It is then filled with platinum,
which is nearly us heavy as yellow
metal and eosts at the present market
pates, though this varies, somewhat
| vis thon one-half, Lead is too light
for the parpose.  The ent edge of the
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reconifrueted coin s divguised by
rim of gold soldered on, and o reoding
machine renews the corrugations of
the minting, The rvesult is really o
work of art, being a combination of
fve different metals, Only an expert
cun distinguish anything wrong about
it

A method somewhat similar, thongh
less artistie, is to substitute for the in-
tevior portion of o golkd piece a core in
the shape of o planchet of silver, A
better plun, though somewhat labori-
ous, eonsists in boring into the coin
from the edge 50 s Lo remove o consid-
crable part of its internal substanec.
In this manner about seven dollings
worth of gold may be conveniently re-
moved from o twenty-dollur piece, the
hole being filled up with a metal com:
position and soldered at the opening
with gold.

Fortunately for the enrrency, proie-
tically all the gold in¢ivenlation in vhe
I"nited States passes  every few hours

uries. Every piece received ot thooe
institutions is weighed, ond, if found
light in weight, is stumped with o bir
“L Such coins are redecmed o
bullion. The loss to the governimen
Dby wear and tear on silver coin iy
cirenlation is considerable, It averare
three cents on every dollar,  Last your
it amonnted to S2H0,208.
| The people have not all beeome
familisr with the faces of the nes
silver coins.  The obverse and reveric

of the older coins they have known oo
| long and intimately that the drapel
| flzure of Liberty and the majestic pose
of the engrle are fixed in theirmind und
always recognized. but the new coin,
with  changed designs, to which
| puzaling them more, were added’ the
Columbus  souvenirs, have not yel
established their identity.
| The manufacturing counterfeiters,
quick to discover and take advantaze
of whatever favors deception, almust
immedintely followed the government's
issue of the coins of new desizn wioh
their fraudulent issue in like
them, and reapeld a rich horvest b
eauke the originals were known, but
not well known.

The pgilders—counterfeiters, too—
suw in the new twenty-tive-cent eois, i
pllded, & prosentable, bogailine tons
dollar picee, nnd pocketed a full poer-
contage of prolit until discovered. The
lucle of weight should, of econrse. nnd
loes  make known  the frandules
sgharaeter of the gold eoin. This last
the pilders’ sehema to falsify doin, wo il
requires neither skill por expondive

lint, angd promites so much for so
little, is nlwoys o ceduetive one to the
uuprineipled or weak of will.

Pricis o Centuey Ago.

tme hundved years ago beef sold in
New Yorlk city at 82244, to3%d, a poun):
autton, 8%(d: wveal, 54 to 5:d.; live
pliga, 24 butter, 15, 12405 new miilk,
Sl to 880 o guart; ehickens, 100, to
1t.: hay, £2 68 to £2 108 3. a ton;
wheat, 4s Tidl a bushel; barley, s
1144 corn, 28, 004dL,s rye, 381244, oats,
s #iid. The average yield of whe
por aeredn the state then was 12 bush-

lis Uf corn, 23 bushels andof buekwhent | I
15 bushels |
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AMERICANS AND DIAMONDS.

They Buy More Than the People of
Eurapi.

Itis elaimed that Americans buy more
dinmonds than any other people. Théy
hove nlways worn more, and at all
times of duy. in and ontof senson, so
they were a reproach to their Fnglish
eousing in the carly doys of socinl intoer-
econrse. Dot Amerviean women's dia-
mond earrings worn early in the morn-
ing, though deeried by conservative
Britishers, had the power to change
the standard of dress.  Ridienled ns
they were, the Amerieans won the day,
and soon Kuropean dames began  to
wenr their jewels in the street and on
nll possible oceasions, A eraze for din-
monds sprejd  over society, and not
only family heirlooms but mueh pew
Jewelry  employing these once rare
stones, and bought dirtcheap, becumo
g feature of the daily tollette. Of
conrse, when fashion took a hand in

through the treasury and subirenc- | (he business, the dismond muarket

boomed and syndiestes talleed very
loud and big of the flelds where the
parklers bloomed perennially. The
vl gém entafled the imitation, and
rhinestones, as well as the almost-im-
nossible-to-detect paste from the Rue
det lu Paix and the Palais Royale have
had a tremendons vogue, bat, as de-
mand inerenses supply, the dinmond
yndicates were cquel to the oceasion,
ind “real stones™ conld be prrehised
for a little mese than the false onos.
The result hos been that everyhody
hitis worn some sort of o dinmond, In
this conntry the eroze hos grown into
woeult,  Tiaras gleam on the brows of
the wives of millionaires.  Neckloces
worth a prince’s ransom are bonght by
Im'\'hnd‘\' who has money to pay for
them. Brooches, pins, braeelets, starred
with the grems, are 50 common & woman
must plaster herself with them to be
observed,  Every girl “just engoged”
exhibits o diamond ving, and it has de-
veloped a vein of humor, if not 4 new
class of joke, that much envied pooe
d'amonr.  The nice young mun who
polishes your boots for a nickel wenry
a “dinmond” ina not too fresh neck
sourf, and the gentlemanly eor con-
ductor is not above ornwmenting his
little finger with anoff colored African
stone! In fact, swhere there in the least
exeuse for jewelry, one may be certain
the preference will be given to the din-
mond kind.

NOISELESS ROYSTERERS.

The Whoopless Sprce Indolged In by n
Trio of Nl w,

Three men went out on o quict drunk
the other night, says the Kansos City
Times, They deank carly and often,
In the deseriptive parlance of the north
end they “made o night of it.” Unlile
the majority of men, the more intoxi-
cated  they became the less they
“talked.”  They were mutes, all three
of them, deaf mutes. They vivited the
saloons of the nor th end and imbibed
coplons libations of the extract of malt,
They lined up be foren bar and chattod
to cach other on their finger ends, nnd

M drank and smiled and smiled und
| smilod,  Words were written in the alr

startling  eapidity corly in the




